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Announcements 
 
Data Quality 

• The CDC (80% model weight) reported this week. Biobot (20% model weight) 
also reported. 

• There are major reporting irregularities in Texas. Of the 19 sites online this week, 
3 (16%) reported with high/very high levels. Of the 20 Texas sites offline this 
week that have reported data for last week, 18 (90%) report high/very high 
levels, with 16 (80%) reporting very high levels. The reason why high and 
very high sites are disproportionately offline this week is unknown. This creates a 
major discrepancy between the PMC and CDC maps. If carrying forward last 
week’s data for the offline sites, the CDC would place Texas in their “high” 
category, with 21 of 39 sites at high/very high levels (54%), and just below the 
threshhold for “very high” (17/39, 44%). Houston was previously a leader in 
wastewater monitoring with 8 sites but has not reported any data the past two 
updates.   
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The US has 15 states/territories with COVlD outbreaks, 
characterized by one or multiple counties at high to very high 
levels. The largest waves are in California, Texas, Alaska, Hawai’i, 
and Guam. Washington, Nevada, Mississippi, Alabama, Kentucky, 
and Florida are experiencing regional outbreaks. Finally, there are 
isolated hot spots in north central Utah (Summit/Wasatch), north 
central Illinois (Boone/DeKalb), central North Carolina (Cabarrus), 

and northwest Connecticut (Litchfield).   
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A separate document called a Technical Appendix appears on the dashboard 
page and has more methodologic info. Search for key answers there first, and 
then send a public comment tagging Dr. H. on Twitter if further help is needed.  


