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Announcements 
 
TCC Wave Makers 5K 
Thanks for your support. Dr. H. successfully 
completed the 5K on October 18, while wearing 120 
N95 masks. Most were fashioned into a cape, aside 
from what was worn for respiratory protection. The 
cape masks are individually wrapped and will not go 
to waste. The run raised over $6,000 to support 
cancer research, with $50 donated for each mask 
donned. Watch the video on social media or the 
website: pmc19.com/run.mp4 
 
 
Link Shortcut 
We have added a URL shortcut to take users to the local data for their zip code on the 
interactive map. As an example, find Orleans Parish (zip code 70118) by entering 
pmc19.com/70118 (replace 70118 with your zip code). This will make it easier to 
quickly access local data, especially by phone. Share tailored links with family and 
friends. 
 
Data Quality 

• The CDC (80% model weight) reported this week. Biobot (20% model weight) 
reported too.  

• The CDC has had major upward corrections for the 8th week in a row. These 
weekly upward corrections extend back through July 1, which is highly atypical, 
and have shifted the observed wave magnitude from small to large. The past two 
weeks, the magnitude of the retroactive corrections has started to decline, so 
hopefully the reporting issues are starting to stablize. 

• Approximately 200 sites went offline due to a CDC/Verily contract issue in late 
September. Many are coming back online, but this is in the context of others sites 
experiencing routine temporary outages, so the CDC is still down about 200 sites 
overall among the 1,200 that have reported at any time in the past 3 months.  

• It is fair to say that the 13th wave’s national peak could have fallen as early as 
September 5 and may not have happened yet. In general, monitor local levels 
and defer to the most pessimistic data source for a cautious approach. 

 

https://pmc19.com/run.mp4
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As least 49 US states and territories have COVlD outbreaks, an 
increase from last week. Observed outbreaks span Alaska, 
Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Guam, Hawai’i, Idaho, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
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Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West 
Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. Additional states with poor 
monitoring likely have outbreaks based on high levels in bordering 
counties in adjacent states.  

National COVlD levels exceeded 1 million estimated new daily 
infections from October 2 to 28. Reported national levels declined 
in the most recent CDC update, while the total number of states 
with outbreaks rose. It is unclear whether the observed dip is real or 
artifactual; for example, the observed national decline in 
transmission of 17.5% shrinks to just 2.0% when restricting analysis 
to sites that reported both of the last 2 weeks. The observed 
decline in Texas may be most prone to upward correction. Since 
PMC incorporates week-delayed data into the map, Texas looks 
worse here than on the CDC page that ignores all delayed data. 
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Note, the forecast will remain volatile while the CDC experiences 
difficulties with real-time reporting. It is unclear whether the 
reported dip represents a transition toward a short lull or whether it 
will merely be retroactively corrected upward. As an example, about 
half the sites in TX did not report this week and last-reported levels 
at offline sites are 2-3x times higher than reporting sites.  
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A separate document called a Technical Appendix appears on the dashboard 
page and has more methodologic info. Search for key answers there first, and 
then send a public comment tagging Dr. H. on Twitter if further help is needed.  


