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Announcements 
 
TCC Wave Makers 5K 
On October 18, Dr. H. is running a 5K to support local cancer research. To promote 
masking, he will run the race in an N95 and wear an additional N95 mask on his 
person for every $50 donated (sash, cape, etc.). All proceeds go to cancer research. 
Dr. H. will not apply for those funds, so there is no financial conflict of interest. 
https://runsignup.com/mask 
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Data Quality 

• The CDC (80% model weight) reported this week. Biobot (20% model weight) 
reported too. The CDC has had major upward corrections for the 4th week in a 
row, this week’s being particularly dramatic; the large decline in transmission was 
corrected to a very minor decline, which now has an apparent rebound in the 
new data. About 1 in 6 (200) sites are off temporarily, as the CDC works through 
a contractor issue. Expect recent levels to experience further retroactive 
corrections when those sites come online. It is fair to say that the 13th wave’s 
national peak could have fallen as early as September 5 and may not have 
happened yet. In general, monitor local levels and defer to the most pessimistic 
data source for a cautious approach. 

• The CDC restandardizes data twice annually in early April and early October to 
ensure that quantitative values remain comparable across regions and over the 
long-term. This process has very little overall impact on estimates of 
transmission; this cycle, just over half of the values were corrected upward (55%) 
and the rest remained stable or corrected downward. The most discernible 
impact is that the peak level of Wave #11 shifted upward slightly (other parts of 
the wave shifted downward). Additionally, the estimated cumulative number of 
infections per person shifted upward by about 0.1; that has no practical bearing, 
but people who use consistent precautions track that number closely and may 
have been curious.  
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The US has at least 39 states and territories with COVlD outbreaks. 
The CDC made large, upward retroactive corrections to prior 
estimates, and we are now in an apparent secondary peak. States 
with observed outbreaks include Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Guam, Hawai’i, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, 
Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New 
York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, 
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Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, and Wyoming. 
Additional states with poor monitoring likely have outbreaks based 
on high levels in bordering counties in adjacent states.    
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Notice that this is the only year, since Year 1 of the pandemic, in 
which we have experienced rising levels entering October.  
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This is a special graph we only report periodically because it is 
mostly stable. However, notice that the current year’s path (Y7) is 
now qualitatively distinct from all prior years.  
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Note, the national forecast will remain volatile while the CDC 
experiences difficulties with real-time reporting.  
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A separate document called a Technical Appendix appears on the dashboard 
page and has more methodologic info. Search for key answers there first, and 
then send a public comment tagging Dr. H. on Twitter if further help is needed.  


